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247V October 5, 1900 

Diseases and deaths at Iloilo in July — Smallpox in Guimeras. 

Manila, P. I., August 20, 1900. 

Sir: Eelative to the mortality statistics of Iloilo and the general 
health conditions prevailing at that place, I have the honor to submit 
the following, abstracted from Asst. Surg. L. D. Frick's report : 

"I have been unable to secure complete health statistics of Iloilo, but 
the following is a general statement of the conditions: The estimated 
population is about 12,000 ; before the bombardment by our fleet it was 
easily twice that, but the buildings burned then have not been rebuilt. 

"The number of deaths during the month of June was 48; during 
July the number was 59, classed by attending physicians as follows : 
Malarial fever, 19 ; convulsions, 14 ; dysentery, 8 ; phthisis, 8 ; beri- 
beri, 4 j leprosy, 1 ; smallpox, 1. 

"Beriberi has been very common among the natives, especially the 
native prisoners, and the mortality is high ; it has, however, been con- 
fined to them until this month, when it first appeared among our 
soldiers. 

"You do not find cases of smallpox walking the streets because of 
their dislike of the hospital, but they can easily be seen in all the small 
villages outside Iloilo. 

"Hearing that there had been a case of smallpox at the pilot station, 
10 miles down on Guimeras Island, I Went down to investigate and 
found the pilot station surrounded by 6 nipa huts, in which there had 
been 18 or 20 deaths since the epidemic began ; they were all children 
except 1. Measures' were taken to prevent the infection of vessels 
taking on pilots. The natives themselves are perfectly indifferent." 
Eespectfully, J. C. Perry, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 

V. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

PORTO RICO. 

Report from Ponce. 

Ponce, P. E., September 17, 1900. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith the quarantine and 
abstract bills of health reports for the week ended September 15, 1900 : 
On September 11 I disinfected 1 trunk, the baggage of a passenger on 
steamship Philadelphia. The baggage had originated in Barranquilla, 
United States of Colombia, an infected place. Nothing else of interest 
has occurred. 

Eespectfully, W. W. King, 

Assistant Surgeon. U. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon- General, 

TJ. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Mortality statistics of the island. 

San Juan, P. E., September 15, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith mortality statistics of the 
island of Porto Eico. These statistics were compiled from reports 
made to the superior board of health by the municipal judges of the 
various municipalities, that is to say, from the official records. The 
only exception to this is the deaths reported as due to the hurricane of 
August 8, 1899. These figures were secured from the various alcaldes. 
The reason for this I do not know. 



